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tunity of flying the ' 504' and they were unanimous
in their praise of its fine qualities, but nobody could
have then foreseen that, with various modifications
and amendments, it was destined to be built in
thousands. Actually during the War alone our firm
built close on ten thousand machines of this type,
and outside contractors built a similar number.
Compared with the ' 500,' the first' 5043 had a fuselage
of better streamline shape, curved side fairings and
decking having been added to the rectangular section
main fuselage structure. A ' Gnome' engine of 80 h.p.
had been substituted for the 50 h.p.' Gnome' of the' 500.'
The central skid which had been a familiar feature
of the ' 500 ' was retained, but instead of using the
leaf-spring axle the ' 504' had telescopic struts with
rubber-cord shock absorbers enclosed in streamline
fairings. The leaf-spring axle of the ' 500 ' had always
been very ' squashy,' and something of the same
quality was retained in the ' 504,' which may have
partly accounted for its popularity in school work.
Other features which appealed were the pronounced
stagger and the long slim fuselage. All these features
were pet details of mine.

The developments which had taken place in aviation
since I had made my first flight at Brooklands were
remarkable as the records of the first few years will show:

HEIGHT

1908.    Wilbur Wright (Wright biplane) 328 feet.

1909.    Paulhan (H. Farman biplane) 1558 feet.

1910.    Hoxsey (Wright biplane) 11,474 feet.

1911.    Garros (Bleriot monoplane) 13,947 feet.

SPEED

1908.   Wilbur Wright (Wright biplane) 39 miles an
hour.